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DESCRIPTION OF A NEW VARIETY OF BUTEO. 

BY BERNARD A. HOOPES. 

Buteo boeealis, Variety kridebii. PI. 5. 

Male. — Bill strong, wide at the base, much curved, blue, darker 
towards the tip, edges of the upper mandible lobed. Cere blue and 
large. Nostrils large and roundish. Entire head and nape pure 
■white, with the exception of a few feathers on each side of the 
forehead at the base of the upper mandible, which are tipped with 
dark -brown. Lores white, covered with bristlj 7 hairs, a faint super- 
ciliary line of an ochreous tint extends beyond the eyes. 

Cheeks white, with several lines of feathers, narrowly tipped 
with dark-brown, extending down the sides of the neck and a 
short distance under the wings. Back brown, largely spotted with 
white, which is the prevailing color of the base of the feathers, 
some of them are edged with yellowish-brown ; many of the 
feathers on the upper part of the back are arrow-shaped, or 
pointed, faintly edged with white. 

Wings long and wide, of the prevailing color of the back, with 
lighter tints on the shoulders ; the white of the under side of the 
wings extending over the edges. 

Primaries dark, first quill shortest, third, fourth, and fifth nearly 
of a size (fourth rather the longest), of an ashy tint on the outer 
edges, the inner quills white, transversely barred with brown. 
Secondaries darker, similarly marked. Rump the same color as 
the back, feathers edged with rufous and white. Upper tail-coverts 
white. 

Tail white, with an ochreous tint, darker towards the ends of 
the two middle feathers, banded with eleven irregular transverse 
bars of brown, the feathers rounded, or slightly pointed and 
tipped with white. 

Throat, breast, and entire under parts pure white, inside of 
wings the same, first five quills edged with bluish-ash, inner webs 
largely white and strongly sinuated. A few sagittate spots of 
brown appear on the flanks and abdomen ; tibial feathers long, 
having a very faint yellowish tinge. Under tail-coverts white, 
almost imperceptibly barred with faint lines, inside of tail-feathers 
white, the bars on the outside faintly showing through. Tarsus 
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ead-color, feathered in front about half way below the joint, pro- 
tected beneath by ten large transverse scales. Toes dark lead- 
color, large. Claws black, and strong. 

The female does not differ much from the male in the general 
appearance of the plumage, is considerably larger, as usual with 
the birds of prey. The back is rather lighter brown, the white 
spots larger. 

Tail darker, more of an umber tint on the middle feathers, which 
are edged and tipped with white. The forehead is white, but the 
feathers of the head and neck are tipped with small lanceolate 
spots of brown. Under parts entirely white, with fewer spots on 
the flanks than the male, the tarsi and feet more robust, and of a 
similar color. 

Dimensions. — Male, total length 20J inches, tail 9 inches. Female, total 
length 22£ inches, tail 9J inches. 

The above description is made from two specimens, male and 
female, collected in Winnebago County, Iowa, by Mr. John Krider 
of Philadelphia, in September, 1872, and carefully prepared by 
that gentleman. 

He mentioned having seen several others, and described them 
as having the habits and manner of flight common to the buzzard 
family, and, from their being noticed in the autumn, were possibly 
migrating from more northern breeding-grounds. During a pre- 
vious visit to the same locality, in 1871, he saw a specimen 
evidently similar to these, but was unable to secure it. Being 
informed by residents of the country that the appearance of a 
" white hawk" there was not an unusual occurrence, he felt con- 
fident of ultimately procuring one, and has not been disappointed. 

Being convinced that it is undescribed, I have named it in 
honor of the veteran naturalist to whom we are indebted for the 
discovery. 
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